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A sensitive man who has
AtraVelled the world,
.Jyoti Bhatt has many
stories to tell, Moments are
 captured vividly behind his
. eyes-of- experlence, images of

places flash past in black and

white at their mere mention.
The journey of discovery for

the renowned painter and pho-
- tographer has been a fulfilling

one. “I was touring Gujarat
with a friend to put together
material for a seminar on folk-
lore. We wanted to showcase
every facet of it and not just
_the stories and music of the
- land. Accurate images were

necessary as obJects taken out

of the surroundings lose their

value. So I started taking pho-
. tographs,” says Bhatt, who had
. no technical or professional ‘
: Aknowledge of the camera prior
 tothat. “Being an artist, how-
~ ever, I knew about the basics of
: compesnmn, ” he says.

For years Bhatt has unrav-

Rajasthan, Tamil Nadu, West

- Bengal, Andhra Pradesh, Mad-

hya Pradesh, Karnataka and
other states. ' When you're.
freezing a slice of life within a
fraction of a second, an under-
standing of the right moment
is what makes a good photog-
rapher;” he feels, adding that it

,andld |mages of places

.is also important to anticipate
. the subject’s move and know
- exactly when to click.

Be it just someone wearmg a
necklace, or someone laughing
reckless]y or just glarmg into
 the lens, one finds great
 fluidity in Bhatt’s work.

1t challenging to catch

| people in their spontanel
elled different faces of Gujarat, :

he remarks.

But he feels that every
frame is also orch&strated in
some way. “We manipulate a
frame by selecting a lens,
controlling the aperture, shut-
. ter speed and sharpness. Also,
no matter how natural the im-
age is, subjects become con-
scious. It's also interesting to
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